
Appendix 4. Corpus instrument.  

Denote Connote

Picture A depicts a hotel with a 
big golden fontain, ceilings, and 

walls.
Picture A, represents luxury. Wealthiness and ostentation

It is a spacious hotel 
lobby with a long 

hallway formed by tiles 
that follow a pattern, 

high coffered ceilings. 

Golden and spatious areas are linked 
to expensive places and rich people.  

The ceiling and the fountain areas are 
brighter than the others to make 

people focus on them.

Picture B depicts a tall white 
building. Picture B, represents modernity. Modern architecture.

The wiew of the facade 
of a tall building from a 
street during the sunset

Structures with geometrical sharpen 
shapes are linked to modern 

architecture. The shape of the bulding 
is exalte by the cut out of the image, 

taking space over the other image

Picture C depicts paint brushes Picture C, represents abstract art. Abstractness It is a section of a 
canvas.

Abstractness is related to random 
patterns, in this case random brushes 

made of warm and cold colors. 
Eventhough there are more cold 

colors than warm, the later stand out 
the most.

Picture D depicts the upper body 
of a woman in front of a red 

carpet's backdrop. She is wearing 
a pink sweater.

Picture D, represents underdressing. High maintenance 
dresscodes.

It is a red carpet 
backdrop.

 Attending to this kind of event 
implies people following certain high 
maintenance dresscodes. The type of 
clothing and the color choices made 

her to fade on the white 
background. 

Picture E depicts the upper body 
of a man wearing a black coat.

Picture E, represents casual pictures 
taken to celebrities. Spontaneity Outside in front of a 

building's facade.

Greasy messy hair is linked to poor 
personal hygiene. The focus is on the 
actor and the background is blurred.

F is placed on the top of the 
page in the middle.

Picture F depicts a woman's face 
with make-up and a hand with 

jewelry.
Picture F, represents art. Performatic. Photoshoot session.

This type of make-up is highly related 
to drag queens performance. The 

colors of the background are dull but 
the make-up is made with vivid 

colors. The background is blurred and 
the picture is focused on the face. 

F is the most colorful picture of 
the set.

Picture G depicts a standing 
woman wearing a two-piece set 

with a white and blue tweed 
fabric. The set is made of a pencil 

skirt and a coat. She is also 
wearing a white handbag and 

white heels.

Picture G, represents formality. This type of dresscode is 
linked to formal attire. Inside of an office.

This type of dresscode is linked to 
formal attire. The main focus is on the 
woman. The colors of the backgorund 

are dull but hers are vivid.

F is placed before the excercise 
2a which asks students' to 

match a group of adjectives 
from a list with the images.

Picture H depicts a radio-shaped 
red handbag, with golden 

hardware. 
Picture H, represents fashion.

Fashion is related to 
innovative excentric 

designs.

Photoshoot session of a 
product.

Fashion is related to innovative 
excentric designs. The handbag is cut 

out and overlaps another image

From left to right, the first picture 
depicts three people in a kitchen. 

Two women and one man. Housemates A sense of community and a 
happy coexistence.

Spacious and clean 
kitchen.

The focus is on the two females who 
seem to be happy and at ease. The 

white-ish color used on the walls and 
other elements of the kitchen are 
linked to a clean, organized and 

peaceful environment.

The second picture portrays a 
woman and a child sitting. Single parenting Motherhood can be 

challenging. A bed inside a room.

The posture of the mother and the 
child is linked to comforting. The 
focus is only on the people and the 

background looks blurred. 

The third picture shows three 
people: two adults (one man and 

one woman), and a child. The 
female adult is next to the counter 
and the male adult is sitting with 

the child on a dining table.  

Nuclear family Cotidianity of a traditional 
family.

A spacious kitchen next 
to a dining area.

The focus is on the father and the 
child and their interaction. The father 
is taking care and feeding the child.  

The mother is blurred on the 
backgroud while doing house chores

A male adult on a living room, 
leaning on a dining table with a 

remote control on his right hand.
Unipersonal family Solitude

Living room-like 
environment There is a 
dinning table located in 

front of the TV.

The focus is on the subject and his 
facial expression, showing a sense of 

tiredness and boredom. The 
background is very blurred to give 

emphasis on the subject.

U8-E2

1a is placed after the images 
and it is the first exercise of the 

unit.
 

It occupies a quarter of the 
page.

The excercise number 
has a bigger font size 
than the excercises' 

instructions. 

Instructions of the 
excercise are in a bold 

black font, as well as the 
bullet points. The rest of 

the items are non-
bolded.

 Same font is used 
along this page.

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Superlative 
adjectives 

(most/least)

Attributive 
adjectives related 
to vocabulary of 
family (extended-
nuclear-single-

childless- multi-
generational)

The exercise asks 
to classify the types 
of family into two 
labels: "common" 

and "least 
common".

Statement: 
Personal 
pronouns
Subject 

pronouns: 
"You"

Possesive: 
"Your"

Both directing 
to the reader

Think,work 
in groups, 

dicuss

The intention of the 
exercise is to classify the 

list of households 
presented by the exercise 
into two (most and least 

common) giving the 
students the task of 

assigning these labels. 
Even though the book 
asks students if these 

situations have changed, 
the book does not leave 

room to add new types of 
households, and limits 
students asnwers to the 

types shown in the 

x

U8-E3

It is the first exercise of the 
page on the top left. 

The exercise is composed by 
the instructions and a set of 4 

quotes that are divided by 
boxes and occupies around one 

sixth (1/6) of the page. 

On each box, there is a 
quotation mark that exalts for 
its size compared to the rest of 

the elements.

The excercise number has 
a bigger font size than the 
excercises' instructions. 

Instructions of the 
excercise are in a bold 

black font.

The quotations have a 
different font, but the same 

size. Besides, the 
information of the author 

(name, nationality and 
occupation) is in italics.

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Superlative 
adjectives are 

used in the 
instructions of 

the exercise 
(best, least)

Attributive 
adjectives are 

used in the 
quotes 

(incomplete, 
happy)

The exercise is 
putting labels on 
men, women, and 

relationships.

The exercise asks 
to classify the 

quotes into two 
labels: "like best" 
and "like least".

Statement: 
Personal 
pronouns
Subject 

pronouns: 
"You"

Possesive: 
"Your"

Both directing 
to the reader

Quotes: 
Personal 
pronouns
Subject 

pronouns: "I", 
"he", "we" 

read, like, 
work in pairs, 

compare 
(opinions).

The intention of the 
exercise is to make 
students aprove or 

disapprove the 
stereotypes that are 

within the quotes. As this 
is the introductory 

exercise of the topic, 
students have to compare 
their perspectives but not 

discuss them. 

x

U8-E4

It is the second exercise of the 
page, and it is placed on the 

middle left. 

 The exercise is divided into 
two parts: the first part (a) is 

composed by the instructions, a 
set of four questions that are 
listed by numbers and a box 

with some statements below; In 
the case of the second part (b),  

it is only composed by the 
instructions. 

The whole exercise takes a 
little less than one sixth (1/6) 

The excercise number has 
a bigger font size than the 
excercises' instructions. 

Instructions of the 
excercises (a) and (b) are 

in a bold black font, as 
well as the numbers.

A smaller font size was 
used for the characteristics 

inside of the box.

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Attributive 
adjectives are 

used in the box 
(competitive)

The exercise asks 
students to label 

men's and women's 
(or both) behaviour 

with a list of 
characteristics.

Statement (a): 
Personal 
pronouns
Subject 

pronouns: 
"You"

Statement 
(b)Possesive: 

"Your"
Both directing 
to the reader

read- 
associate 

with-
generalise- 

ignore (mess) 
nag-make 

decisions feel 
guilty- needo 

(attention)

Work in 
groups- 

Compare -
explain 

(opinions) 

The intention of the 
exercise is to make 

students link a list of 
characteristics related to 

personality with men, 
women or both, and what 

is impossible to 
generalize. This 

characteristics were not 
picked randomly, they 
correspond to socially 

related gender 
stereotypes. In this case, 
compared to the previous 

exercise, students are 
asked not only to 

x

A woman sitting on a couch 
while crying, with a pack of 

tissues and a box of chocolates.
Sadness Women's intense crying It is a section of a living 

room. 

The tears outstand from the 
illustration as there are many of them 

with a considerable size. Also, the 
amount of tissues spread on the floor 
indicate that is not a regular crying, 

but an intense one. 

A woman laying on a couch 
while reading a book Comfort Relaxation and calmness It is a section of a living 

room. 

The position of the body and her 
being barefoot indicate a state of 

peacefulness.

A woman and a man in fron of a 
window from a shoe store. The 

woman is pointing to the 
window.

Window shopping Different perspectives about 
window shopping

It is a showcase of a 
shoe store.

The body language and facial 
expressions of the woman indicate 
excitement and joy while the boy 
shows boredom and indifference.

U8-E6

It is placed on the bottom left 
of the page. 

Its placement is before the 
reading, however, it demands 
the reader to move to the text 
that is placed on the right half 
of that same page and the left 
half of the following one, and 

then move back to the exercise.

The excercise number has 
a bigger font size than the 
excercises' instructions. 

Instructions of the 
excercises (a) and (b) are 

in a bold black font, as 
well as the bullet points.

Bullet points items are non-
bolded, same font and size.

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Attributive 
adjectives to 
qualify the 

situations (unfair-
true-biased-
meaningful- 

critical)

The exercise asks 
students to label the 

extract as 
true/unfair, 

biased/critical, and 
meaningful/stereoty

ping.

Statement (a): 
Personal 
pronouns 
Subject 

pronouns: 
"You" 

Statement (b) 
Possesive: 
"Your" Both 

directing to the 
reader.

Read, 
answer, 

underline, 
work in 
groups, 

compare, 
discuss

The intention of the 
exercise is that students 

analyze and reflect about 
the stereotypes 

mentioned in the reading 
through the use of close 
questions (or) including 
opposite adjectives in 
order to take a stand 
regarding the matter. 

All of the exercises of 
this page have an 

intended sequence to 
guide students to a final 
exercise that promotes a 
discussion of the topic. 

x

U10-E1

It is placed on the top left of 
the page in the middle of a 

square-like shape, and it is the 
first illustration of a set of 12. 

There is a title on the top of the 
illustration and in the middle of 
it there is a portrait, taking the 
most space out of the square-

like figure.

The title of the illustration 
has a white bold font x

It shows a portrait of a three-
person family composed of a 
men, a woman and a child.

Represents a family Traditional family Three people posing in a 
family portrait.

The figure of a family composed of a 
mom, a dad and a child it is socially 

related to the idea of a nuclear family 
which is considered as the rule and 

standard for families. 
As well, portraits are culturally used 

to show important moments or 
highlights of people's lives.

N/A N/A N/A N/A

This image reinforces the 
idea of portraying the 

concept of family as what 
is culturally and socially 
acceptable or the norm 
which is a heterosexual 

nuclear family. 

X

x

Attributive 
adjectives are 
used along the 
text such as: 

uncomfortable, 
good, adequate, 

acceptable, 
qualifying 

circumstances 
related to men 
and/or women

The text puts 
stereotypical labels 
to men and women 

such as women 
being suckers for 

approval, a 
chatterbox, too 

sensitive, naggers, 
discontent, and 

prone to spend time 
window shopping. 
On the other hand, 
man are shown as 

if the chat just what 
is needed and 

important things, 
that are not 
comfortable 

showing their 
feelings, that they 

don’t nag, that 
friendships are to 

play sports or 
things related to 
sports, that they 
tolerate a greater 
degree of grime 

and disorder, that 
they are hard to 

commit to a 
relationship, and 
dislike shopping, 

and only do it when 
there is a planning 

behind it.

Statement: 
Personal 
pronouns
Subject 

pronouns: 
"You"

Possesive: 
"Your"

Both directing 
to the reader

Men, man, 
women and 

woman

They/them/their 
referring to men 

and women.

Read, 
complete, 

work in pairs, 
compare, 

turn to and 
check.

The intention of the 
exercise is first that 

students individually 
assign the labels of 

men/man or 
women/women to certain 
stereotypes shown in the 
reading. Then, they are 

asked to not only 
compare their opinions 

but also check their 
asnwers with an answer 
key, which entails that 

there are right and wrong 
answers. Besides, as they 
are meant to go back to 

the previous exercise and 
check the answers again, 
it implies the excercise 

wants students to keep in 
mind the answers from 

the key.

x

N/a N/A N/A N/A

The images intend to 
illustrate different types 

of families than the 
heterosexual nuclear that 

is considered as the 
standard, however, it falls 
into heteronormativity as 

it does not include any 
type of representation of 

non-heterosexual 
households. 

X

Level of heteronormativity

Spatial Configuration Typography 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y

x

Attributive 
adjectives with 

the use of 
opposites 

(conventional - 
unconventional, 
outdated - ultra-

modern). 

None
Use of "you" to 

refer to the 
reader

think and 
describe

The exercise intends that 
students label the images 
with the list of adjectives,   

to both the images and 
adjectives are assigned 
positive, negative and 
neutral connotations. 

U8-E5

Extract

Non-linguistic aspects Linguistic aspects

The exercise is composed by 
the statement, the reading and 

the asnwers.

The statement of the exercise is 
placed on the lower part of 

page 80 and it is divided into a 
and b. Part A demands the 

reader to move to page 108. In 
page 108, the answers are 

placed around the middle area 
of the page. taking around 1/4 

of the left half of the page.

The reading is placed on the 
right half of page 80 and on the 
left half of page 81, taking in 

total a full page. Three images 
are also placed along the 

reading, one in the middle of 
page 80 and two more images 
on page 81 (one on the top and 

the other one at the bottom). 
The reading has a total of 28 
gaps that are through out the 
paragraphs and are numbered 

from 1 to 28.

The reading's tittle uses a 
big bolded font size with a 
different size style than the 

rest of the text.

Subtitles use a smaller font 
size than the title, but still a 

bit bigger than the rest of 
the text font. Besides, they 
are in a white bolded font, 
highlighted in dark pink.

The rest of the text use the 
smallest font size, same 

style as subtitles and black.

The excercise number has 
a bigger font size than the 
excercises' instructions.

Instructions of the 
excercise are in a bold 

black font, as well as the 
numbers. The options 
(man, men, woman, 

women) are in italics.

U7-E1

U8-E1

A set of 4 pictures is placed at 
the top of  pages 76-77. Three 
of them are in page 76 and the 
other one is solo in page 77. 

All of the pictures depict 
people in different settings.

The first picture is the page 76 
and the pciture in page 77 are 

the ones that take the most 
space out of the four.

N/A X

A set of 8 pictures is placed at 
the top of pages 66 and 67, and 

they are named with letters 
from A to H.

The letters assigned to the 
each image are in capital 
letters in bold red capital 
letters inside of a white 

circle. 

The excercise number has 
a bigger font size than the 
excercises' instructions.

Instructions of the 
excercise are in a bold 

black font, as well as the 
numbers

Same font is used along 
these two pages.

x

Four images depict people, and 
F is the one that takes the most 

space. 
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